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SPEAKING

1 Work in pairs. Discuss these questions.

What languages do you speak?
* Do you have any of these things?
an English dictionary
a bilingual dictionary
a phrasebook
an electronic dictionary
¢ How often do you use them?

READING

1 Look at the pictures of two language
machines. Before you read, guess what
they do. Use the phrases in the box to
help you.

you type a word  has a microphone
has a clock you hear the translation
knows lots of languages

has a calculator

The phraselator has a microphone.
You type a word with the ...

2 Read the article to check your answers.

3 Read the article again. Are these sentences
about Lingo Global 29 (LG) or the
Phraselator (P)? Write LG or P in the space.

1 It knows 29 languages.
To use the machine, you type
words or phrases.

3 It has a clock.

4 It has a microphone.

5 You hear the translation of the
phrase.

6 To use the machine, you say
phrases.

7 1t can tell the time in different

cities.

It says words or phrases.
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4 What do you think of the Lingo Global 29
and the Phraselator? What does your
teacher think of them?

LANGUAGES

The Lingo Global 29

The Phraselator

The Phraselator is a translation machine.
It can translate phrases from one language
into another language. But
the Phraselator is different,
because it can heara phrase
and then say the translation
for that phrase in a different
language.

It’s easy to use the
Phraselator. First, say your
phrase into the microphone.
The computer inside the
Phraselator translates the
phrase and then says the
phrase in the other language.
You can hear the new phrase.
Today the Phraselator can
translate English to other
languages, but it can’t
translate other languages to
English.
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Languages made easy! ‘ 5A

GRAMMAR: can/can’t SPEAKING
Use can/can’t to talk about ability. 1 @& 1.75 Listen to two dialogues. Match them to the
The Phraselator can translate phrases from pictures A and B.
English to another language.

It can’t translate other languages to English.
You can read the word but you can’t hear it.

© SEE LANGUAGE REFERENCE PAGE 60

1 Complete the English Language Ability Survey with
can/can’t so that it’s true for you.

English Language Ability Survey —
Can you do it?
11____ spell my first name and last name.
21____introduce myself and another person.
31____ give myaddress and phone number.
41_____ understand the words in English songs.
51___ talk about the people in my family.
61___ describe someone in the class.
71___ talk about where I live.
81____ give simple directions.
91_____ answer the phone and leave a message in English.
101 speak on the telephone for a long time in English.

2 Work in pairs. Look at tapescript 1.75 on page 142 to check

your answers. Practise the dialogues with your partner.
2 Work in pairs, A and B.

3 Prepare a similar dialogue for the other picture.
A:Turn to page 134.

B: Turn to page 136.

PRONUNCIATION: can/can’t
1 @ 173 Listen how the words can/can’t are pronounced
inthese sentences.

It can translate.
It can’t translate.

In sentences and questions, can is pronounced /kon/.
In negatives, can’t is pronounced /kamnt/.
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® 174 Listen and underline the word you hear. Then
repeat the sentences.

Useful language

It can / can’t translate phrases.

It can / can’t hear an English phrase.
You can / can’t read it.

Itcan / can’t translate other languages.
It can / can’t tell the time.

Excuse me, can you repeat that please?

Can you write it for me on a piece of paper?

I'm sorry, I don’t understand. Do you speak
Spanish/French/Polish ...?

1 only speak a little English.

Can you speak more slowly please?
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